COSTA  RICA                                     173

Costa Rica

] Costa Rica es ml fatria querida!

[PATRIOTICA  COSTARRICENSE,

Costa Rica is situated between Nicaragua and Panama, and is the second
smallest Central American Republic, after El Salvador. There are about
650,000 inhabitants in Costa Rica, mostly of Spanish stock. Some Indians
survive'in the coastal regions.

Costa Rican music is a white man's music, and of all Latin American
countries is the least influenced by either the Indian or the Negro culture.
Costa Rican dances and songs are Spanish in character, and European in
melodic structure. It is only recently that native Indian music began to
attract the attention of Costa Rican musicians. In 1907, the chief of
the Talamanca Indians visited San Jose, the capital, and sang Indian
songs, which still preserve the pentatonic scale of pre-Columbian America.

In the January 1942 issue of Education^ organ of Costa Rican School
Inspectors, we find the following review of native music: "Our country
is not as rich in folklore as Mexico or Colombia, but it possesses its own
musical form of expression. The guitar, the accordion, the mandolin, the
marimba, are the favorite instruments of our people, and are found even
in the remotest villages. One hears in the afternoon the strumming of
the guitar and the plaintive voice of the villagers who seek to brighten
their leisure with songs. Our marriage ceremonies and field festivals are
conducted to the accompaniment of this music. The province of Guana-
caste has given us that inimitable dance, Punto Guanacasteco, and there
are other characteristic country airs."

A number of Costa Rican songs and dances have been published by
the Department of Education, under the titles Coleccion de Bailes Ti-
ficos de la Provmcia de Guan&caste (1929) and Coleccion de Canciones
y Danzas Tipcas (two volumes, 1934, and 1935). The first of these col-